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October 15-21, 1979 
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INCHES 


SCALE OF SHADES 
| | No Measurable 
Precipitation 
: | 0.01 to 0.3 inch 


Over 2 inches 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 











National Weather Summary 


October 15 - 21 











HIGHLIGHTS: Early in the week light rain fell 
from New England through the Midwest and heavier 
amounts accumulated in Missouri and eastern Kansas. 
Late in the week a powerful autumn storm spread 
rain or snow throughout the West and moved to 
central United States by the end of the week. 
Continuing rain accumulated over two inches in 
Iowa, Missouri and parts of eastern Kansas, 
Oklahoma, and Texas. Average temperatures for the 
week were warmer than normal over most of the 
Nation. From Texas to Michigan averages were 10 
to 12 degrees above normal. Colder air moving 

in brought averages down to below normal in the 


Pacific Northwest. 


The week began with record cold air invading 
the East. Monday morning saw record cold tempera- 
tures being recorded from Georgia to New Hampshire. 
Some of the cold temperatures reported were Augusta, 
Ga., 36°, and Concord, New Hampshire, with a bone- 
chilling 22°. 

Showers and thunderstorms were scattered from 
north central Texas to Missouri. The heaviest 
storms were in the Dallas/Fort Worth area where 
some two and three inch rains fell and hail was 
reported. Elsewhere, rain changed to snow in New 
England, tropical showers wet southern Florida, 
and light rain fell in the northern Rockies and 
eastern Montana. 

Rain moved into the Pacific Northwest on Tuesday. 
The light rain showers that were in the northern 
Rockies moved into eastern Colorado and Wyoming 
and into South Dakota and Nebraska. Many points 
in the Rockies, while getting their first rain 
inmany days, remained abnormally dry. Some rain, 
in the form of showers, fell in the Ohio Valley 
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and the tropical rain continued in southern Florida. 

Low temperatures Tuesday morning were not as 
chilly in the Northeast as they had been the last 
several days. No records were broken or even 
threatened. By midafternoon, temperatures around 
the Nation ranged from 39° at points in Maine to 
95° in Laredo, southern Texas. 

On Wednesday morning, a slow moving cold front 
stretched from the Great Lakes to the southern 
Rockies and a new cold front was moving onshore 
in northwestern United States. Showers and thunder- 
storms associated with the front through central 
United States brought some moisture to the winter 
wheat areas of central and eastern Kansas where 
it was needed to germinate newly sown wheat. Later 
in the day, heavier showers with thunderstorms 
developed through Missouri and Arkansas. As cold 
Canadian air moved into the northern Great Plains 


temperatures sank to the 20's and low 30's. Cold 
weather continued in New England. 
By Thursday, the slow moving front, accompanied 


by showers and afternoon thunderstorms, had moved 
to New England, southwestward through Pennsylvania 
and Ohio, Missouri and to central Texas. The front 
was nearly stationary in Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and Texas. By day's end, severe thunderstorms 

were reported in Kansas where hail and high wind 
caused some damage. Elsewhere, showers were scat- 
tered along the East Coast from the Carolinas 
through eastern Florida. Rain extended from north- 
ern California and the Pacific Northwest into 
northern and central sections of the Plateau and 
the Rockies. Snow fell at higher elevations. 


Temperatures remained cold over the upper 
Missouri Valley all day Thursday. 


After an early 








morning low of 17°, Butte, Montana, warmed to only 
30° by noon. 

The slow moving cold front had weakened and 
moved out of New England by Friday. Another band 
of weather moved into Central United States and 
still another was bringing rain and snow to the 
far West. Rain spread from central California 
and the Pacific Northwest across tne intermountain 
area into the northern and central Rockies. More 
than a foot of snow accumulated in the higher moun- 
tains. Over three inches of rain fell at Blue 
Canyon, California. Showers and some thunderstorms 
were located from the eastern Dakotas into 
Minnesota and Ohio. Cold air moved into the north- 
ern Plains and very warm air into the southern 
Plains. 

Rain or snow continued on Saturday from the 
West Coast through the Rocky Mountains. A major 
autumn storm developed in the West and brought 
showers and thunderstorms to the area, and snow, 
sometimes very heavy, to the higher mountains. 
Strong, gusty winds were blowing over the Rockies 
and the central and southern Plains. Elsewere, a 
few showers developed in Minnesota and the southern 
Atlantic Coast. Temperatures were warm and skies 
generally sunny in the East. 

The powerful autumn storm continued to churn 
the Rockies on Sunday and brought rain and snow 
into the Plains. By late Sunday, the cold front 
reached from Michigan to West Texas. Nearly forty 
degrees of temperature difference was reported 
across the front. Rain, mixed with snow, moved 
across the winter wheat from Texas to Nebraska. 
With cold weather moving in from the West, record 
high temperatures reached from Texas to New England. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


October 15 - 21 


HIGHLIGHTS: Above normal temperatures and 
relatively clear weather brought drying conditions 
to the eastern third of the Nation. Rain fell 
throughout the western two-thirds bringing relief 
to dry grasslands and the newly-seeded winter 
wheat. In spite of the rain, farmers had from 

4 to 6 days available for fieldwork, allowing them 
to make good progress harvesting row crops and 
seeding winter wheat. Winter wheat planting ad- 
vanced to 81%, continuing to lag last year's 91% 
and the 88% average. Corn harvest advanced to 
31%, short of 1978's 53% and the 47% average. 
Soybean combining stood at 59%, surpassing the 56% 
for last year and average. Cotton picking stood 
at 26%, short of the 35% last year and the 30% 
average. Grain sorghum harvest reached 63%, fall- 
ing between last year's 68% and the 60% average. 
Rice harvest, excluding California, reached 90%, 
slightly behind last year's 96% and the 91% 
average. Fall plowing was about on schedule; 
in the eastern Corn Belt but slightly ahead in the 
western Corn Belt. Ranchers continued to move 
herds to winter grazing land. LP gas and gasoline 
supplies held steady from the previous week but 
increased demand for plowing, planting, and 
harvest tightened supplies of diesel fuel. LP 

gas rated 6% tight, 91% adequate, and 2% surplus. 
Diesel scored 20% tight, 79% adequate, and 1% sur- 
plus. Gasoline stood at 13% tight, 86% adequate, 
and 1% surplus. 
SMALL GRAINS: Winter wheat seeding advanced to 

81% complete, 10 points less than last year and 7 
points below the average. Planting was complete 

in the northern Plains, but lagging in the southern 
Plains and the eastern Corn Belt. In Texas and 
Oklahoma, seeding fell 10 points less than last 
year in both States. In Kansas, seeding stood at 
85%, equal to the average, but 10 points below 

last year. Growing conditions improved because 

of the recent rains; however, the dryland crop on 
the Texas Plains needed additional moisture. 

In the eastern Corn Belt, seeding in Illinois, at 
80%, surpassed last year by 4 points; Indiana 
seeding at 65% fell short of last year by 5 points 
and Ohio seeding at 55%, lagged last year and 
average by 25 points. Stands in major production 
areas rated only fair and in some areas’ poor be- 
cause of the recent dry weather which was only 
alleviated in some parts of the Plains by this 
week's showers. 


CORN: Virtually all the corn was mature, but 
high moisture content in the grain slowed harvest 
progress. Nationally, harvest reached 31%, a 
10-point increase for the week. Progress lagged 
far behind last year's 53% and 47% average. In 
the eastern Corn Belt, harvest reached 26%, well 
behind 1978's 43% and the 37% average. In the 
western Corn Belt, harvest advanced to 30%, almost 
half of the 58% last year and well behind the 52% 
average. In the Southeast, harvest reached 82%, 
falling between last year's 86% and the 76% 
average. An unusual snow in Virginia on October 
10th lodged some stands. 


SOYBEANS: Soybeans were in good condition with 
most of the north central States' crop mature 
and the south central States' crop ranging from 64 


lagging 29% 


.VEGETABLES : 


to 71% mature. Snow lodged some of the Virginia 
crop earlier in October and frost damaged some of 
the Kentucky soybeans. The late crop in Arkansas 
could benefit from additional rains. In the 
eastern north central States, harvest progress 
stood at 68%, very close to the 69% last year and 
the 74% average. In the western north central 
States, harvest advanced to 85%, surpassing the 
68% last year and the 70% average. In the south 
central States, combining advanced to 32%, lagging 
last year's 37% and the 34% average. In the South- 
east, harvest reached 10%, equaling the average 
but short of the 16% last year. 


COTTON: Cotton acreage showing open bolls ranged 
from 66 to 100%, continuing to lag the usual 
development. Harvest was in progress in all major 
States reaching 26% complete, lagging last year's 
35% and the 30% average. Growers were busy 
defoliating stands in preparation for harvest. 
California growers began shredding and disking 
harvested stands; gin yards began filling as the 
picking tempo increased. Cotton harvest lagged 
particularly far behind last year in the Delta. 


OTHER CROPS: Grain sorghum harvest advanced to 
63%, 5 points less than last year and 3 points 
above the average. Most of the crop was mature 
throughout the Great Plains. Harvest ranged from 
in Colorado to 82% in Texas. 
Rice harvest in the five States stood at 86%. 
Excluding California, harvest stood at 90%, short 
of last year's 96% and the 91% average. The first 
Gulf Coast harvest was complete; Texas growers 
began harvesting the second crop. The Delta 
harvest ranged from 85 to 87% in Mississippi ard 
Arkansas, respectively. The California harvest 
reached 68%. 


FRUITS & NUTS: Apple picking continued in 

northern production areas as growers finished 
harvesting Red Delicious and moved on to Winesaps 
and Romes. California growers finished boxing 

the raisin crop. Harvests of other grapes 
continued in California and New York. Pecans rated 


-mostly fair with some poor reports from Mississippi 


and Alabama. Picking was just getting started 
across the South. Texas pecans began splitting; 
wind blew some nuts off the trees. 

Florida citrus groves rated excellent. 
Harvest increased as more fruit met maturity 
standards for fresh shipments. Texas harvests of 
early oranges and grapefruit increased. Arizona 
growers picked lemons and grapefruit. California 
producers harvested grapefruit and lemons from the 
desert area; the Valencia harvest wound down. 
Navels were reported coloring and developing well. 


Northern vegetable growers harvested 
crops including cabbage, carrots, and cauliflower. 
Florida vegetables developed well; crops generally 
rated fair to mostly good. Harvests were active 
for eggplant, cucumbers, okra, sweet corn, squash, 
snap beans, and tomatoes. California producers 
sent brussels sprouts to freezers and some to fresh 
market. Cauliflower was also diverted to freezers. 
The central coast area supplied a heavy volume 

of celery and broccoli. The lettuce harvest 
increased in California and Arizona. 


PASTURES & LIVESTOCK: Southern livestock 
producers continued to plant crops for winter 
grazing. Dry soils in Texas limited growth and 
some stands may not provide any forage unless 
irrigated. Florida Panhandle pastures declined, 
but elsewhere provided good grazing. Rains 
throughout the West improved grass growth and 
reduced the fire danger. Cattle rated good and 
continued to move to winter pastures. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by ESCS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Warm, dry, temperatures 6° above normal. 
No rain. 

Fieldwork: 6.1 days suitable. Soil moisture 
short southwest corner, mostly adequate elsewhere. 
Corn, peanut, soybean harvest main activities. 
Corn 86% picked, 87% 1978, 63% average. Soybeans 
98% turning yellow, 97% 1978; 80% dropping ieaves; 
62% mature, 76% 1978, 72% average; 32% harvested, 
41% 1978, 22% average. Cotton 73% bolls open, 92% 
1978, 73% average; 22% harvested, 61% 1978, 25% 
average. Peanuts 98% dug, 96% 1978; 96% combined, 
94% 1978. Wheat 42% seeded, 51% 1978, 52% average. 
Sorghum 66% harvested, 60% 1978. Condition of 
soybeans good to excellent; cotton mostly good; 
pastures mostly good; pecans poor to fair. 


ARIZONA: Generally fair early week, light rains 
south, heavy rains central mountains near midweek, 
snow traces mountain stations above 7,000 feet. 
Temperatures within 4° normal. 

Cotton harvest full swing, picking running ahead 
of last year and average. Defoliation active. 
Scrapping residue disposal underway west. Corn, 
sorghum harvest good progress. Alfalfa haying 
Slowing; planting, renovation active. Small grain 
activities continued. Early planted fields up to 
stand. Lettuce harvest winding down southeast. 
Other fall lettuce good progress. Thinning active 
some fields. Other mixed vegetables growing well. 
New carrot harvest underway. Lemon harvest full 
swing Yuma, central areas. Grapefruit harvest 
active. Gasoline, LP gas, diesel supplies mostly 
adequate, except extreme southeast where gasoline, 
diesel, adequate to tight. Cattle, calves fairly 
good condition. Lower, mid-elevation ranges 
deteriorating, dry weather. Higher ranges reason- 
ably good condition. Water hauling, supplemental 
feeding required some areas. 


ARKANSAS: 
normal’ 66°, 


Warmer than normal week. Highest 

lowest 69°. Highest mean 75°, ; 
lowest 68°. Highest temperature 92°, lowest 34°. 

Crop gathering brisk. Soybean and cotton 

harvest increasing. Fieldwork: 5.9 days suitable. 
Soil moisture mostly short; precipitation needed. 
Diesel 79% adequate, 17% tight; gasoline 88% 
adequate, 10% tight; LP gas 96% adequate. Soybean 
late fields need rain; 69% matured; 23% harvested, 
19% 1978, 22% average; combining increasing. 
Weather aided cotton boll development; open bolls 
75%, 88% 1978, 81% average; harvesting 25%, 57% 
1978, 44% average. Rice harvesting continued at 
rapid pace; harvesting 87% complete, 98% 1978, 
90% average. Corn harvest 45% complete, 58% 1978, 
86% average. Sorghum harvesting increased; 
combining 84% complete, 95% 1978, 88% average. 
Small grains planting slowed by dry weather, rain © 
needed. Wheat 38% seeded, 43% 1978, 41% average. 
Aerial seeding behind soybeans. Planting in- 
creasing oats; 34% seeded, 41% 1978, 47% average. 
Apple harvest almost complete. 
Pastures average condition needing rain. Cattle 
condition fair to good. Control measures beiag 
continued on insects. 


CALIFORNIA: Fair weather resumed midweek. First 
major storm of season 19th brought precipitation 
to most areas except southeast deserts. Rainfall 
heavy on north coast and in Sierra with snow level 
at 5,000 feet. Temperatures above normal except 
last two days. 


Hay making completed. 


Cotton harvest 29% complete; shredding and 
discing started on cotton stubble. Gin holding 
areas filling up. Rice harvest 68% complete. 
Moisture content very high Sacramento Valley. 

Corn harvest nearing completion. Sorghum harvest 
active. Dry bean harvest nearing completion some 
areas. Small grain planting just getting started. 
Avocado movement declining. Raisins all boxed. 
Table grape harvest continued. Wine grape 

harvest winding down. Olive harvest continued. 
Persimmon harvest increasing. Quality good. 
Desert grapefruit harvest light. Desert valley 
lemon movement increasing. Navel orange progress 
good. Coloring reported. Valencia orange harvest 
winding down. Almond and walnut harvests con- 
tinued. Brussels sprouts movement to freezers 
steady, some fresh market. Broccoli fairly heavy 
central coast. Cantaloup harvest active desert. 
Carrot harvest intermittent according to demand. 
Heavy diversion cauliflower to freezers. Celery 
heavy supply central coast. Lettuce increasing 
San Joaquin Valley, decreasing central coast. 
Potato harvest hampered by rain Tulelake-Butte 
Valley. Market tomatoes available south coast, 
San Joaquin Valley. Rains reduced range fire 
danger. Supplemental feeding increasing. Calving, 
lambing active. Cattle, sheep continue graze 
harvested fields. Farm fuels generally adequate. 


COLORADO: Mild and dry until 20th and 21st when 
moderate amounts of rain and/or snowfall were 
received. Temperatures averaged near or above 
normal. 

Winter wheat emerged 91%, 82% 1978, 84% average; 
very good condition. Corn grain harvest 27%, 50% 
1978, 46% average; some damage from corn borer. 
Sorghum grain harvest 29%, 32% 1978, 34% average. 
Sorghum forage harvest nearing completion. Dry 
beans threshed 96%, 100% 1978, 96% average. Fall 
potato harvest in San Luis Valley virtually 
complete. Fieldwork: 6 days suitable. Ranges 
and pastures good condition. Livestock very good 
condition. Fuel supplies adequate. 


FLORIDA: Dry, mostly sunny, however, heavy, early 
week rains fill in parts of southeast with daily 
amounts exceeding 0.50 in. Showers localized in 
east coast sections and a few showers came inland. 
Northern Panhandle generally remained dry with 
little or no rain. After some cooler readings 
early week, temperatures generally averaged 2 to 
3° above normal. Brisk northeast winds 15th and 
16th, became more easterly and dissipated during 
week. Temperatures ranged from a high of 91° south- 
west to a low of 41° central Panhandle. 

Soil moisture variable, mostly adequate to sur- 
plus south, central, adequate to short north, west. 
Peanut harvest winding down; some areas complete. 
Excessive rains September reduced yields some areas. 
Combining soybeans active. Rains damaged beans some 
areas. Haymaking continued. Sugarcane condition 
good; grinding expected soon. Land preparation, 
seeding small grains continued. Fuel supplies 
mostly adequate, but short few central, south areas. 
Panhandle pastures declining - mostly poor to fair. 
Fungal problems persist in central areas; remainder 
generally good to excellent. Winter forage crops 
being planted northern areas. Cattle good condition. 
Citrus groves excellent condition; fruit harvest --—- 
increasing as more groves meet maturity standards 
for fresh shipments. Cloudy skies, numerous showers 
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prevalent early week in vegetable farming areas. 


Days warm, nights mild. Rainfall variable, 


than an inch, up to 4.00 in. Very little rainfall 
recorded late week. Plant development, progress 
very good. Crops generally fair to mostly good, 
some excellent. Harvest active eggplant, cucumbers, 
okra, sweet corn, squash. Harvest light snap beans, 
tomatoes. Pepper harvest expected to start this 
week southeast. Gadsden County pole bean, squash 
harvests active. Radish harvest underway Everglades 
area. Strawberry transplanting underway Plant City 


area. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures within 2° of normals. 


except extreme south less than 0.33in. Rain 16th to 
17th. Cooler first of week, below freezing moun- 
tains mornings 14th and 15th. Afternoon highs in 


70's north and 80's south. 
Soil moisture short to mostly adequate. 


Fieldwork: 6 days suitable. Corn fair to good; 


90% harvested, 90% last year, 75% average. 


beans fair to mostly good; 16% harvested, 23% last 
year, 15% average. Peanuts 99% dug, 94% threshed, 
last year 99% dug, 98% threshed, average 97% dug, 
94% threshed. Cotton fair to good; 90% open, 


93% last year; 33% harvested, last year 48%, 


average 35%. Pecans mostly fair to good; 7% 
harvested, last year 8%, average 10%. Apples 97% 
harvested, last year 95%. Hay and pasture fair 
to mostly good. Hogs and cattle good. Wheat 27% 
planted, 21% last year. Rye 41% planted, 22% 


last year. Other small grains 37% planted, 


last year, average 40%. LP gas 93% adequate, 4% 
tight; diesel fuel 92% adequate, 8% tight; gasoline 


93% adequate, 6% tight. 


HAWAII: Flash flood hits again, Ka'u district, 
Island Hawaii. Elsewhere, weather favorable 
Island Chain. Showers light, beneficial in some 
areas. More property, nursery damage. Also, 
coffee, banana orchards sustained partial damage. 
Spraying frequent for insect, disease control. 


Vegetable supplies: Manoa lettuce light. 


Crop condition improving. Snap bean harvest 
continued light, others adequate. Banana supplies 
light. Papaya supplies increasing. Some puna 
orchards active harvest. Pineapple harvesting 
light. Plantings active. Sugar harvesting steady.’ 
Pastures generally good. Fuel supplies adequate. 


IDAHO: Temperatures average to 69 above normal. 
Range: 23 and 85°. Precipitation reported in 
most areas. Maximum reported precipitation 2.11 in. 


Fall harvest and seeding progress normal. 


Potato digging 90% complete, same as last year. 
Onions 95% harvested, same as last year. Apples 40% 
picked. Sugarbeets 25% lifted, 20% last year. 
Winter wheat and barley 95% seeded, same as last 
year. Ranges poor to fair with limited improvement 


expected from recent rains. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 6 to 12° above normal. 
Some maximum records set. Precipitation mostly 


0.20 to 1.00 in. northern 2/3, less extreme 
south. 
Soil moisture short. Corn 35% harvested, 


59% 1978, 45% average. Soybeans 89% combined, 


1978 81%, average 80%. Grain sorghum 50% 


harvested. Winter wheat seeding 80% complete, 
76% 1978, 74% average; emerged 20% 1979. Plowing 
1980 corn, soybean acres 20%, 25% 1978, average 
20%. Pasture condition fair. Fieldwork: 5.8 


days suitable. 


INDIANA: Unusually warm but cloudy week. Tem- 
peratures averaged 12° above normal and ranged 
from 40 to 86°. Daily lows in high 40's, daily 
Rainfall early week from zero 


highs in low 80's. 








extreme south to 0.50 in. central, north. 

Fieldwork: 5 days suitable. Topsoil and sub- 
soil moisture adequate. Corn 25% harvested, 1978 
35%, average 35%. Soybeans 55% harvested, 55% 
1978, average 70%. Wheat 65% seeded, 1978 70%, 
average 75%; 30% emerged, 1978 40%, average 40%. 
Spring cropland 15% plowed, average 20%. Rye 85% 
seeded, 1978 75%, average 85%. Apples 70% picked, 
1978 75%, average 85%. 


IOWA: Unusually mild week, dry spell ended. Both 
temperature and precipitation averaged well above 
normal. 

Fieldwork: 6.4 days favorable. Corn harvested 
27%, 1978 57%, normal 50%. Soybean acreage harvest- 
ed 96%, 1978 71%, normal 82%. Fall plowing 19%, 
1978 11%, normal 16%. Topsoil moisture short to 
adequate. Subsoil moisture adequate. Livestock 
good condition; market movement normal, herd re- 
placement remains slow. Pasture condition fair to 
good; only fair southeast, very poor south central. 


KANSAS: Mec'isture ranged from 1.50 in. east to 
0.75 in. central and generally less than 0.10 
in. west. Temperatures averaged from 60° 
northwest to 68 to 71° east and south central 
or from 6° above normal southwest to 8 to 12 
above normal elsewhere. 

All corn mature; harvested 60%, last year 
80%, average 55%. Grain sorghum matured 95%, 
same as year ago, 85% average; harvested 50%, 
last year 60%, average 40%. Soybeans harvested 
75%, 60% last year, 30% average. Wheat planted 
85%, 95% year ago, 85% average. Wheat prospects 
now improved with month-long drought broken. 
Fieldwork: 4.5 days suitable. 2 
KENTUCKY: Temperatures averaged 10 to 15° above 
normals with little or no rainfall. 

Fieldwork: 5.3 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate. Harvest picked up under favorable 
weather. Corn harvest 50% complete, last year 65%, 
average 56%. Soybean harvest 28% complete, last 
year 37%, average 40%. Some soybeans damaged due 
to heavy frost 14th. Burley 10% stripped, another 
40% ready for stripping. Burley market to open 
November 19. Wheat seeding still lagging, 38% 
complete. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 8 to 11° above normal. 
Extremes: 92 and 41°. Few showers. 

Fieldwork: 6.6 days suitable. Soil moisture 
short to adequate. Soybeans good; 99% turning 
color; 90% shedding leaves, 90% last year; 56% 
harvested, 56% last year, 53% average. Cotton 
good; 98% acreage with bolls open; 35% harvested, 
72% last year 46% average. Sorghum 93% harvested, 
94% last year. Sugarcane 96% planted, 92% last 
year; 5% harvested, 7% last year, 9% average; 
good condition. Oats and wheat 49% seeded, 68% 
last year, 61% average. Pecans fair. Hay, 
pastures fair to good. Cattle good. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: Temperatures averaged 3° 
below normal. Highs in mid to upper 60's except 
low 60's in mountains; lows in low to mid-40's 
except low 30's in mountains. Precipitation very 
light averaging about 0.25 in. 

Fieldwork: 4.3 days suitable. Soil moisture 
mostly adequate. Fuel supplies adequate. Corn 
for silage 95%, about a week behind normal pace. 
Corn for grain 65%, 74% last year, 70% normal. 
Soybeans yellowed 85%, 97% last year, 95% average; 
75% shed leaves, 96% last year, 89% normal; harvest 
started in some areas over 10% complete. Apple 
crop in good condition. 
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MICHIGAN: Mild, temperatures averaged 5 to 109 
above normal. Precipitation averaged 0.20 in. 
south to 0.75 in. north and northwest. 

Fieldwork: 4 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate. Pasture feed supplies average. Corn 
90% mature, 90% last fall, 98% normal; 10% corn 
harvested, 15% last year, 22% normal. Soybeans 
mature 90%, 95% last season, 100% normal; 16% 
harvested, 31% last year, 49% normal. Winter wheat 
95% seeded, 76% last fall, 83% normal. Corn silage 
95% chopped, 91% last season and normal. Dry beans 
100% harvested, 91% last year, 86% normal. 
95% dug, 85% last fall and normal. Sugarbeet har- 
vest 45%, 36% last season, 34% normal. Third cut 
haymaking complete. Grape harvest 90% complete. 
Ida Reds, Northern Spies 80% picked. Jonathans and 
Red Delicious 85% picked. Cabbage 85% harvested, 
carrots 95%, cauliflower 70% cut. Celery harvest 
complete. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 4 to 7° above 
central and south, near normal elsewhere. Ex- 
tremes: 76 and 20°. Precipitation averaged 
near normal west, greater than 0.50 in. above 
central, east, over 1.00 in. extreme southeast. 
Precipitation totals generally 0.50 in. or less 
west, greater than 1.00 in. east. Extremes 
0.04 to 1.70 in. 

Good progress harvesting soybeans, sugarbeets, 
potatoes. Corn harvest for grain slow. Soil 
moisture adequate southern third and northeast, 
short central and northwest. 

Harvested: Corn 11%, 1978 61%, 
soybeans 83%, 1978 87%, normal 89%; 
59%, 1978 88%, normal 77%; flax 94%, 
normal 97%; sugarbeets 82%, 1978 95%, 
potatoes 96%, 1978 97%, normal 95%; 
92%, 1978 99%, normal 99%. 


normal 64%; 
sunflowers 
1978 96%, 
normal 88%; 
corn silage 


Temperature 4° above to 3° below 
29 and 88°. No rainfall. 


MISSISSIPPI: 
normal. Extremes: 
Some frosts north. 
Soil moisture short to adequate. Fieldwork: 
6.1 days suitable. Soybean harvest moved ahead 
of average. Cotton harvest in full swing. Dry 
weather good for harvesting activities but hurting 
winter grazing crops. Soybeans 99% shedding, 99% 
1978, 93% average; 71% mature, 79% 1978, 69% 
average; 35% harvested, 41% 1978, 32% average; 
crop in good condition. Cotton 100% open bolls, 
92% average; 28% harvested, 76% 1978, 44% average; 
crop in fair to good condition. Rice 85% 
harvested, 98% 1978, 87% average. Corn 78% har- 
vested, 81% 1978, 72% average. Sorghum 87% har- 
vested, 93% 1978, 82% average. Sorghum silage 95% 
harvested. Hay crops 95% harvested, 96% 1978, 
82% average. Sweetpotatoes 79% harvested, 77% 
1978, 77% average. Peanuts 78% harvested, 93% 
1978, 90% average. Winter wheat 46% planted, 53% 
1978, 60% average. Pecans 3% harvested, 7% 1978; 
crop in poor condition. Pastures in fair to good 
condition. Diesel and gasoline supplies adequate 
to tight. LP gas supplies adequate. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 5 to 7° above normal. 
No rain Bootheel, 1.00 to 2.00 in. elsewhere. 
Fieldwork: 5.5 days suitable. Corn 48% 
harvested, last year 51%, normal 54%. Soybeans 
90% mature, last year 89%, normal 83%. Soybeans 
70% harvested, last year 45%, normal 46%. Grain 
sorghum 93% mature, last year 89%, normal 96%; 
60% harvested, last year 53%, normal 56%. Cotton 
46% harvested, last year 65%, normal 43%. 
Winter wheat 62% seeded, last year 60%. Plowing 
for spring planted crops 22%, last year 21%. 
Pastures mostly poor to fair. Soil moisture 
mostly short. Fuel supplies mostly tight to 
adequate. 


Potatoes 


MONTANA: Very warm temperatures eazriy week with 
major cooling by end of week. Tempevatures 
averaged a few degrees above normal. Significant 
precipitation with heavy precipitation west of 
Divide and south central areas. 
Soil moisture continued short. 
6 days suitable. Winter wheat 95% planted, 
1978, 100% normal; condition and germination 
fair. Potatoes harvest 90%, 85% 1978, 80% 
average. Sugarbeets harvested 75%, 75% 1978, 
70% average. Cattle 70%, sheep 75% move from 
Summer ranges. Livestock in good condition. 


Fieldwork: 
100% 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures averaged 2 to 5° above 
normal with Indian Summer. Precipitation in form 
of scattered showers. 

Corn harvest 35% complete, year ago 55%, normal 
45%. Sorghum harvest 60% complete, year ago 70%, 
normal 65%. Soybean harvest 95% complete, year 
ago 85%, normal 75%. Wheat condition fair to poor. 
Diesel 95% adequate, 5% tight; gasoline 95% ade- 
quate, 5% tight; LP gas 100% adequate. Fieldwork: 
6.5 days suitable. 


NEVADA: Weak upper level disturbances brought 
light showers north early week. Strong storm 
brought significant amounts rain to all but 
extreme south. Precipitation less than 0.25 in. 
northwest to larger amounts northeast and south. 
Only traces extreme south. Temperature extremes: 
87 and 19°. Strong winds 19th and 20th. 


NEW ENGLAND: Unseasonably cold weather early 
week. Warming trend beginning midweek and con- 
tinuing through weekend. Extremes: 80 and 23°. 
Light precipitation central north. 

Apple harvest continued. Potato harvest 
nearing completion. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged 1 to 3° above 
normal. Extremes: 31 and 84°. No measurable 
rainfall. Soil moisture in percent of field cava- 
city averaged 94% north, 90% central, 88% south. 
Soil temperature averaged 57° north, 62° centra!, 
south. 

Fieldwork: 4.6 days suitable. Warmer tempera- 
tures advanced late season crop growth. Harvest 
of hardy fall vegetables continued. Apple and 
cranberry harvest well advanced. Some hay and 
corn silage still being made. Combining of corn 
for grain and soybeans continued as conditions 
permitted. Earlier wet weather caused some losses. 
Irish potato harvest nearing completion. Sweet- 
potato digging over 50% finished. 


NEW MEXICO: Few light showers northern mountains 
midweek then widespread rains and snows all but 
southeast and southern deserts 21st. Sharply 
colder weekend with general freeze north half 22d. 

Warm dry weather favorable for harvest and 
maturing crops. No killing freeze yet major areas. 
Soil moisture supply declining. Picking cotton 
increasing slowly; 60% bolls open south. Combining 
grain sorghum slowly gaining momentum; 10% harvest, 
40% last year. Corn, red chile, apples, peanuts, 
Sugarbeets, potatoes harvest seasonally. Lettuce 
full swing. Pecans good condition, hulls starting 
to open. Ranges fair, livestock good, fall ship- 
ping active. 


NEW YORK: 
Temperatures normal. 
by weekend. 

Wet field conditions slowed harvesting progress. 
Corn silage 75% cut, 90% 1978. Grain corn 15% 
harvested, 30% 1978. Dry bean harvest moving 
slowly. Harvest of most vegetable crops about 
complete. Cabbage and potato harvests well along. 


Rainfall averaged below normal. 
Record high temperatures 








10 


Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


Oct. 23, 1979 





Late variety apple harvests active. Concord 
grape harvest nearly done, Catawba harvest well 
along. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged about 


normal. Precipitation below normal. 
Fieldwork: 5.4 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate. Condition of soybeans, pasture fair to: 


mostly good; peanuts, cotton fair to good. Har- 
vested: Peanuts dug 54%, 1978 94%, average 85%; 
peanuts threshed 35%, 1978 80%, average 72%; sweet- 
potatoes 77%, 1978 84%, average 75%; soybeans 10%, 
1978 12%, average 8%; corn for grain 83%, 1978 
90%, average 82%; apples 88%, 1978 90%, average 
89%; sorghum grain 60%, 1978 71%, average 67%; 
cotton 20%, 1978 32%, average 25%. Wheat planted 
24%, 1978 34%. Phenological stages: Cotton open. 
bolls 78%; soybeans pod set complete; soybeans 
leaf drop 41%. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged near normal. 
Extremes: 71° west centralto 21° west central and 
southeast. First portion of week dry but light 
precipitation weekend. Largest amount 0.40 in. 
north central. 

Cool weather and occasional showers again 
delayed sunflower harvest. Progress about 9 days 
behind last year. Combining 41% complete; last 
year 70%. Even with dryer weather, which is needed 
to reduce the moisture content of sunflower, 
completion of harvest will still take two to 
three weeks. Corn harvest about 50% complete. 
Flaxseed and sugarbeets could be finished this 
week. Soil moisture levels continue to be low. 
Topsoil and subsoil moisture short. Livestock 
and hay being moved to winter feeding areas. 
Pastures in poor condition. 


OHIO: In spite of humid conditions, strong winds 
kept drying rates high. Temperatures as high as 
11° above normal. Most rain fell early week; 
totals below normal. Good drying weather late 
week went a long way in drying soils. 

Much harvesting accomplished over weekend. 
Farmers concentrating on soybean and wheat 
ground. Sugarbeet harvest stopped 17th due to 
unseasonably warm weather. Wheat 40% emerged, 
condition good, improved considerably over past 
7 days. More lodging of corn reported. Corn 
for grain harvested 25%, 40% 1978, 35% average. 
Soybeans harvested 45%, 65% 1978, 70% last year. 
Sugarbeets harvested 15%, 30% 1978, 25% average. 
Apples harvested 70%, 70% 1978. Potatoes har- 
vested 85%, 90% 1978, 90% average. Corn silage 
harvested 90%, 100% 1978, 100% average. Wheat 
planted 55%, 80% 1978, 80% average. Fieldwork: 
4 days favorable. Pasture condition good. Soil 
moisture adequate to surplus. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures averaged 5 to 10° above 
normal northwest and southeast, 10 to 15° above 
normal elsewhere. Rainfall statewide with averages 
over 1.00 in. northeast, east central, south 
central, and over 2.00 in. southeast. 

Topsoil moisture supplies short, subsoil 
moisture supplies short to adequate. Wheat 
fair condition; 70% planted, 90% 1978, 85% normal. 
Corn 90% harvested, 85% 1978, 75% normal. Sorghum 
good condition with 35% harvested, 25% 1978, 10% 
normal. Soybeans rated good to fair with 35% 
harvested, 20% 1978 and normal. Peanut harvest 
hampered by dry soils, but harvest advanced to 
50%, 35% 1978 and normal. Cotton rated good to 
fair with 5% harvested 1979 and normal, 10% 1978. 
Native pastures good to fair condition. Livestock 
good condition. Fieldwork: 5.7 days suitable. 








OREGON: 


Temperatures 2 to 9° above normal. 
spell ended as series of storms dropped 1.00 to 


Dry 


3.00 in. west, and 0.50 to over 1.00 in. east. 
Soil moisture supplies mostly adequate west, 
mostly short east. Winter wheat 70% planted, 
45% emerged. Corn harvest continuing. Spraying 
started on grass fields. Most haying complete. 
Few apples to be harvested; post harvest orchard 
activities underway. Onion harvest over; potatoes 
continue. Livestock condition fair to good. Cattle 
moving from summer ranges; calves lighter than 
average. Range and pasture conditions poor to 
good, mostly fair. Recent rains should revive 
pastures and fall ranges. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Mostly sunny and dry with warming 
trend through week. Temperatures averaged 4 to 
8° above normal and 12 to 14° above previous week. 
Warmest since end of September. Extremes 24 and 


86°. Light showers 17th brought 0.25 in. or less 
rainfall. 
Fieldwork: 4 days suitable. Soil moisture 


Activities: Harvest corn, 
soybeans, pe.atoes, fruits and vegetables and silo 
filling; sesding small grains. Corn 18% dented, 
68% mature, 14% harvested; last year 33%, normal 
29%. Potatoes 88% dug. Soybeans 10% harvested. 
Fall plowing 90%. Wheat sown 85%. Hay quality 
mostly poor to fair. Feed from pastures average 
to above. 


adequate to surplus. 


PUERTO RICO: 
0.97 in. below normal. 
81° on coasts and 76° 
and 60™. 


Island average rainfall 0.82 in. or 
Temperatures averaged about 
interior. Extremes: 94 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Below normal temperatures with 
scattered frost, then well above normal. Monday 
32°. Lows 32° central, northwest on 15th. 
Practically rainless, some light scattered 
showers. 

Soil moisture adequate. Fieldwork: 6 days 
available. Corn 95% harvested, 91% average. 
Cotton open bolls 98%, harvested 46%, 71% year 
ago, 44% average; crop condition fair, lint 
excellent. Soybeans fair to good; 85% leaves 
turning, 95% last year; shedding leaves 58%, 

81% last year; mature 27%, 32% year ago, 28% 
average; 3% harvested, 13% last year, 6% 
average. Peanuts 64% harvested, 81% last year. 
Fall snap beans poor to fair condition; 43% 
harvested. Cucumbers fair condition; 32% 
harvested. Wheat condition fair to good; 
planted, 22% last year, 20% average. 


14% 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Average temperatures ranged 8° above 
to 2° below normal. Mild temperatures, but 
cooler on 20th and 21st. Extremes: 83 and 17°. 
Soybean harvest well advanced, other harvest 
gaining. Farm activities: Moving cattle and fall 
plowing. Topsoil moisture adequate southeast 
corner, critical parts of south central, central, 
extreme north central, short elsewhere. Transpor- 
tation and storage problems persist. Greenbugs 
and aphids causing some damage to winter wheat; 
spraying continued. Fieldwork: 6 days suitable. 
Winter wheat seedings poor condition; rye fair 
condition. Farm fuel supplies adequate. Corn 37% 


harvested, 1978 52%, average 52%. Soybeans 91% 
harvested, 1978 78%, average 75%. Sunflowers 52% 
harvested, 1978 57%. Grain sorghum 58% harvested, 
1978 51%, average 64%. Alfalfa seed 88% harvested, 
1978 80%. Winter wheat 100% emerged. Rye 100% 
emerged. 

TENNESSEE: Fair weather prevailed. Temperatures 


10° above normal west, 2° above normal east. 
Amounts 0.10 in. 


Showers 17th. west, 0.50 in. 
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east. 

Soil moisture adequate. Fieldwork: 5.5 days 
suitable. Corn harvested 53%, 1978 66%, average 
50%. Cotton open bolls 66%, 1978 95%, average 
80%; harvested 13%, 1978 69%, average 38%. Soy- 
beans mature 64%, 1978 73%, average 66%; har- 
vested 20%, 1978 32%, average 20%. Burley tobacco 
stripped 31%, 1978 26%, average 36%. Fall plowing 
completed 72%, 1978 70%, average 76%. Wheat 
seeded 55%, 1978 63%, average 60%. Oats seeded 
79%, 1978 79%, average 81%. Barley seeded 82%, 
1978 81%, average 81%. Pastures and cattle good 
condition. Fuel supplies adequate. 


TEXAS: Temperatures 2° above normal East Texas; 
7 to 15° above normal elsewhere. Precipitation 
much below normal statewide except North Central 
Texas where precipitation slightly below normal. 

Unseasonably hot temperatures, dry conditions 
prevailed although spotted showers brought relief 
portions North Central, East Texas. Cotton 
harvest increased Southern High Plains; soybean, 
sunflower harvest accelerated statewide; sugar- 
beet harvest gained momentum High Plains; corn 
harvest High Plains winding down; dry conditions 
hastened maturity Panhandle sorghum crop. Wheat 
producers fearful dryland crop will not emerge 
until moisture received. Over two-thirds Southern 
High Plains cotton open where 10% harvested. 
Trans Pecos producers harvested first American 
Pima. Dry conditions hastened sorghum maturity, 
remainder ready for harvest. Corn harvest winding 
down. Soybean harvest gained momentum; 67% High 
Plains crop harvested, harvest getting underway 
Gulf Coast. Second rice cutting gained momentum 
along Coast. Both wheat, oats seedings continue 
to lag. Army worms increasing earlier emerged 
oat fields East Texas, Blacklands. Cotton open 
bolls 79%; harvested 24%, 28% 1978, 28% average 
Sorghum mature 93%, harvested 82%, 84% 1978, 82% 
average. Wheat planted 76%, 86% 1978, 82% average; 
emerged 48%. Corn harvested 91%, 95% 1978, 88% 
average. Peanuts harvested 77%, 61% 1978, 65% 
average. Soybeans harvested 32% 32% 1978, 34% 
average. Sugarbeets harvested 19%, 28% 1978, 

28% average. Pecans harvested 4%, 5% 1978, 6% 
average. Sunflowers harvested 71%, 55% 1978, 65% 
average. Flax planted 8%, 19% 1978, 5% average. 
Pats planted 67%, 82% 1978, 77% average. 

Lower Rio Grande Valley fall vegetables making 
normal progress. Harvest cucumbers, squash, 
peppers, continued. Planting carrots, onions, 
lettuce underway. Harvest early oranges, grape- 
fruit continued to increase. Coastal Bend, land 
preparation for spring crops underway. Harvest 
fall cucumbers expected to begin 2 to 3 weeks. 
San Antonio-Winter Garden fall vegetables progres- 
sing well in response to irrigation. Carrots 
growing well. Onion sets looking good. Cabbage 
made good growth. Cucumbers, squash harvested good 
volume. East Texas sweetpotato harvest continued. 
Fall vegetables need moisture. North Texas iso- 
lated areas benefitted from scattered showers. 
Most harvest slowed except for collards, spinach, 
turnips, beets, parsley. Trans Pecos harvest 
peppers, tomatoes, pumpkins, acorn squash con- 
tinued at El Paso. High Plains lettuce harvest 
full swing around Hereford. Peppers and tomatoes 
still available. Pecans continue to split shucks 
most areas. With windy days, nuts continue to 
.fall. Harvesting volume gradually increasing. 
Occurrence of scab common. 

Moisture stressed ranges, pastures received 
some relief from scattered showers North Texas; 
elsewhere, forage growth continued to deteriorate 
from hot, dry weather. Some supplemental feeding 
necessary various locations. Prospects small 
grain grazing dim except for irrigated fields. 


~WASHINGTON: 


Livestock good to excellent condition, however, 
some thinning of herds necessary western part State. 
Fall lambing underway Edwards Plateau. 


UTAH: Series of storms latter part of period 
brought moderate to heavy precipitation and cooling 
trend. First frost of season many localities. 
Average temperatures ranging between 1° above nor- 
mal and 8° above. Storms improved moisture content 
upper levels of soil appreciably northwest. 

Late season harvest rushed to go deer hunting. 
Harvest approached completion. Winter wheat con- 
tinued being sown. Fieldwork: 6 days suitable. 
Most livestock moved to fall and winter range. 


VIRGINIA: Unseasonably cool first of period, 
warming trend during week, unseasonably warm end 
of period. Temperatures dropped below freezing 
inland sections 15th. High temperatures in 80's 
weekend. Average temperature 61° or slightly 
above normal. Extremes: 21° to upper 80's. 
isolated showers, average less than 0.10 in. 
Open weather speeded fall fieldwork. Topsoil 
moisture adequate to surplus. Fieldwork: 3.6 
days suitable. Small grain seeding: Wheat 15%, 
30% 1978, 40% usual; barley 30%, 56% 1978, 65% 
average; winter oats 45%, 62% 1978, 71% usual. 
Corn picked 60%, 65% 1978, 61% average; Tidewater, 
southeast progress 90%, 88% 1978. Soybeans conm- 
bined 5%, 12% 1978, 10% usual; Tidewater, south- 
east progress 5%, 13% 1978. Some problems fallen 
corn, soybeans in areas early heavy snow October 
10th. Sorghum grain combined 5%, 15% 1978. 
Peanuts 75% dug, 93% 1978, 83% usual; 36% combined, 
78% 1978, 48% average. Flue-cured tobacco markets 
active. Sweetpotatoes, snap beans, cucumbers 
harvested on Eastern Shore. Apple picking con- 
tinued. Pastures good to excellent. 


Few 


West: Precipitation averaged above 
normal. 

Vegetable harvest continued on celery, cabbage, 
cauliflower, carrots, potatoes, sweet corn, 
pumpkins. Fall pastures excellent. Pine Christmas 
tree harvest underway. Other farm activities: 
Seeding for wheat, planting cover crops, pruning 
raspberry fields. 

East: Temperatures averaged 2° above normal. 
Precipitation 0.40 to 0.80 in. above normal. 

Potato, sweet corn, Red Delicious apple 
harvests near completion. Winesap, Rome apple 
picking underway. Grain crop conditions below 
average. Wheat planted 90%, last year 87%. 

WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal, high 
84°, low 18°. Precipitation much below normal. 

Fieldwork: 2.9 days suitable. Soil moisture 
surplus to adequate. Main farm activities: 
Harvesting corn for grain, chopping silage, seeding 
small grains, haying, tending livestock. Har- 
vesting: Corn for grain 42%; 3d hay 67%, 88% 
average, 84% 1978; potatoes 91%, 96% average, 

93% 1978. Seeding progress: Wheat 66%, 62% 
average, 60% 1978; barley 59%, 70% average, 55% 
1978. Pasture condition good. Hay crop good to 
excellent. Dry weather very favorable for cutting 
and curing hay, seeding and chopping corn. Fuel 
supplies adequate to tight. 


WYOMING: Temperatures averaged 3 to 8° above 
normal. Precipitation generally below normal ex- 
cept parts of northwest and north. 

Topsoil moisture short. Winter wheat 96% emer- 
ged, mostly good condition. Acreage harvested: 
Potatoes 98%; dry beans 98%; sugarbeets 70%; corn 
for grain 35%. Livestock sold or delivered: 
Yearlings 60%; calves 49%; lambs 71%. 


(continued on page 17) 
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Oct. 23, 1979 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


International Weather and Crop Summary 


October 15 - 21 





HIGHLIGHTS: 
USSR. Winter grains sown...some light rain in previously dry areas. 


EUROPE. Harvesting maize in the north*...generally favorable weather. 
Sowing winter grains...continued heavy rains in some Mediterranean areas. 


CHINA. Beginning late rice harvest*...good harvest weather. 
Sowing winter grains*...adequate irrigation water. 


INDIA. Wheat sowing season*...dry weather persists. 


AUSTRALIA. Wheat harvest near in Queensland*...some rainfall; too late. 





SOUTH AFRICA. Planting maize*...first spring rains. 





ARGENTINA. Wheat heading in the south*...good soil moisture. 
BRAZIL. Planting soybeans in Parana...good soil moisture. 


*Based on normal crop calendar information. 











USSR. Winter grain germination prospects improved 
this week in the Ukraine as precipitation activity 
picked up. Above-normal totals fell in the ade- 
quately-moisture central portion. Amounts in the 
southwest remained below normal, but marked an 
increase over last week, probably allowing renewal 
of germination as temperatures rose during the 
week. Eastern portions of the winter grain belt 
Saw a variable precipitation pattern. Only light 
rain fell over a large portion of the lower Volga 
Valley and the Don River for a second consecutive 
week, but above-normal totals improved germination 
conditions over parts of the North Caucasus. 

















EUROPE. Heavy rainfall persisted into a third 
consecutive wet week in northern Italy, southeastern 
France, and eastern Portugal. These conditions 
have not been conducive to winter grain sowing 
activities or successful grain seeding developmert, 
but in these more-mild climates, adequate time 
remains for successful reseeding of the crop. Pre- 
cipitation returned to eastern Europe after two 
relatively dry weeks, producing good coverage with 
moderate totals, but leaving dry pockets scattered 
throughout the region. 
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Nationa! Weather Service, NOAA 
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CHINA. A third consecutive week of near-rainless 
weather over the southeastern third of the country 
has been ideal for harvest activities. Newly- 

sown wheat fields in the North China Plain have 
quite adequate irrigation water supplies, and grain 
areas in the hills to the west have been receiving 
near-normal precipitation in recent weeks. Condi- 
tions have been a little wet for harvest activities 
in the Sichuan Basin, but no substantial impacts 
are expected. 





CHINA PRECIPITATION (APD 
(25m = 1 INCH) 
“ in if 
BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS ~~ 


October 15-21, 1979 
National Weather Service, NOAA 






















INDIA. Substantial rainfall was restricted to 
Orissa, Gujarat, and coastal areas of peninsular 
India this week. Only in Gujarat did they exceed 
normal, but crops there were probably too mature 
to benefit. This early retreat of the monsoon 
from southeastern growing areas may have had a 
Slight impact on yields of later-harvested crops, 
but no serious shortfalls are expected there. 
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SOUTH ASIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION (mm) 
(25mm = 1 INCH) 


October 15-22 1979 





National Weather Service, NOAA 
SED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS AND SATELLITE IMAGERY 
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AUSTRALIA. Substantial rainfall in grain areas 

: of northeastern New South Wales may have benefited 
10 the crop there, but the Queensland crop was too 
7*25 mature for the rain to have helped it. Only light 
: totals fell in crop areas of South Australia, 
Victoria, and New South Wales as the crop neared 
maturity. Some moderate amounts in southern por- 
tions of West Australia's grain area may have 

10 helped late grain filling. 
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AUSTRALIA 
TOTAL PRECIPITATION( mm) 
(25mm = 1 inch) 


October 15-21, 1979 


MAJOR CROP AREAS 
| FHP a Wheat 


Based on preliminary reports and satellite data National Weather Service, NOAA | 
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Buenos Aires Province maintained good growing con- 

ditions for wheat in the oritical,heading stage 

of development. Heavier totals to the north in 

Santa Fe probably had little impact on winter grains 

nearing maturity, but did help maintain soil mois- 

ture for the approaching spring planting season. 

, Virtually no moisture fell in Brazil soybean areas 

me a OSM . : this week, but soil moisture should remain adequate 
x from previous weeks' rains, which had been near 

. . normal or above since the first of September. 
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MEXICO. Sunny, warm, dry weather for the fourth ; 
consecutive week favored harvesting, fieldwork, ot Ae 

and crop growth where soil moisture was adequate. een eee 
Immature crops in nonirrigated districts were under om 
moisture stress. Rainfall was again limited to 
the southeastern corner of the nation. Culiacan's ¢ 
afternoon temperatures averaged 34°C with a rela- —,. 
tive humidity of 45 percent, but overnight lows gf. 
showed a seasonal decline to 19°C with a relative na, Oe el 
humidity of 88 percent. ) 


eHERMOSILLO™ 


@TORREON © : GULF OF MEXICO 
.% {  @MONTEMORELOS 


MEXICO PRECIPITATION (Mm) a ee re 
(25 1 INCH) 


” eye 
* ZamO ; ? 


IMA * « 
COREE PAPATZINGAN MExicd CITY 


BASED ON PRELIMINARY REPORTS 


October 15-21, 1979 


ACAPULCO 





ZIMBABWE ~ 
RHODESIA 


25 


BOTSWANA National Weather Service, NOAA 


-————<<««< 


‘ 
| 


NAMIBIA 








i. A 





oe? 


SOUTH AFRICA. The first week of spring rains 
brought totals in excess of 20 mm to nearly all 
the Maize Triangle, with a large portion receiving 
more than 40 mm. The rains arrived late, but 
should allow maize planting to begin now. 
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HEATING DEGREE-DAYS FOR THE WEEK 


UCT 150CT 2119/9 


BASED OM PRELIMINARY TELEGRAPHIC REPORTS Dept.of Commerce - NOAA 





HEATING DEGREE-DAYS ACCUMULATED FROM JULY 1, 1979 
PERCENT DEPARTURE FROM NORMAL (1941-1970) 
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BASED ON 1941-70 NORMALS. 





Corn for grain 


1978 90%, normal 99%. 


85% done, 


(continued from page 11) 


WISCONSIN: 


Moisture of 


normal 30%. 


1978 25%, 


grain corn in high 20's or 30's. 


10% harvested, 


Temperatures 7° 


Highs reached unseasonably warm 70's 


mild. 


Mostly cloudy, 


High moisture 


above normal. 


Soybeans 
moisture still 


ear and shell corn going into silos. 


Lows in 20's and 


30's beginning week but 50's and 60's weekend. 


and a few 80's 20th and 2i1st. 


normal 33%; 


1978 20%, 
high on later varieties. 


30% combined, 


Fall plowing 20% done, 


Recent rains will help 


Scattered showers and thunderstorms brought 1.00 to 


normal 27%. 
plowing and growth of winter wheat. 


normal. 


Fall pastures 


Some late vegetables still being harvested. 
Picking of later 


Topsoil moisture short 


Cranberry harvest in full swing. 
apple varieties continuing. 


1978 20%, 
to adequate. 


Silo filling 


Cold front late 2lst 
Silo filling 


dropped temperatures considerably and triggered 


substantial showers. 
7 days suitable. 


except east central. 


Fieldwork: 
nearing completion but grain corn harvest slow 


because of high moisture content. 


2.00 in. 
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HARVESTING PROGRESS 
FOR WEE<X ENDING OCT ele 1979 





SOYSEANS CORN COTTON 

1979 1978 AVG. 1979 1978 AVGe “T1979 «+1978 AVG. 
32 22 COLO 27 50 46 ; 22 61 25 
23 34 GA 90 90 75 38 30 21 
15 1S ILL 35 59 45 42 S7 49 
89 80 INO 25 35 35 — 20 NA 
55 70 1Owa 27 57 50 33 48 35 
38 B2 KANS 60 80 55 35 72 466 
75 30 KY 50 65 56 28 76 44 
23 40 MICH 10 15 22 44 65 43 
56 53 MINN ll 61 64 | l 5 l2 
16 49 MO 43 Sl 54 20 32 25 
83 89 NEKR 35 55 45 5 10 5 
35 32 NC 83 90 82 ) 45 71 44 
70 46 OH10 25 40 35 | 13 69 38 
95 5 75 PA 146 33 29 24 28 28 
10 8 S OAK 37 52 52 

45 ; 70 VA 60 65 61 14 STATES 25 35 30 

3 6 wIS 19 25 30 

20 20 THESE 16 STATES PRODUCED 99% 

17 STATES 31 53 47 OF THE 1978 COTTON CROP, 
18 STATES 59 56 
THESE 17 STATES PRODUCED 
THESE 18 STATES PRODUCED 954 OF THE 1978 CORN CROP, 
OF THE 1978 SOY3EAN CROP, 


GRAIN! SQRGHUM RICE 
1979 i978 
87 


COLO ARK! 
KANG ' . Caaf 6 NA 
MO Li 10 100 
NEBR MiSs t- o9 
sy | Tex 10@ 100 
' BAK 

TEX S. sTaTeES 66 na 

EXe,. GCalIF 90 96 


7 grates 
THESE 5 STATEG PRODUCED 99% 
THESE 7 STATES PRODUGED 928 OF THE 197@ RICE CROP, 
OF THE 1978 GRAIN SO2GHUM 
CReP. 
a 


PLANTING ?ROGRESS 
FOR WEEK ENDINGS OCT 2lse 1979 


WINTER WHEAT 

1979 1978 AvGe 
CALIF l NA NA 
COLO 100 100 100 
IDAHO 95 95 30 
ILL 80 76 74 
IND 65 70 75 
KANS B45 95 85 
MO 6? 60 NA 
MONT 95 100 100 
NEBR 100 100 100 
OHIO 55 80 80 
OKLA 70 90 85 
OREG 70 NA NA 
S DAK 100 100 100 
TEX 76 86 B2 
WASH 93 87 NA 


1S STATES $1 91 88 


THESE 15 STATES PRODUCED 90% 
OF THE 1979 WINTER WHEAT CROP, Na NOT AVAILABLE 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
Oct. 20, 1979 


— 1h, 


0 - 
SHADED AREA INDICATES 
INCREASE OR NO CHANGE 
IN INDEX DURING WEEK 


—2” National Weather Service, NOAA +1: 


The Crop Moisture Index measures the degree to the CMI gives a negative value. However, if mois- 
which moisture requirements of growing crops were ture meets or exceeds demand the index is positive. 


ABOVE 
2.0 
1.0 

0 
0 

-1.0 

-2.0 

-3.0 

BELOW 





met during the previous week. The index is com- 
puted from average weekly values of temperature 
and precipitation. These values are used to cal- 
culate the potential moisture demand. Taking into 
account the previous soil moisture condition and 
current rainfall, the actual moisture loss is 
determined. 


If the potential moisture demand, or potential 


supplies, 
UNSHADED 


to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 
to 


AREAS: 


Ww 
oO 


Be 4. 
PWD Dw 
ooooocococco 


evapotranspiration, exceeds available moisture 
actual evapotranspiration is reduced and 


INDEX DECREASED 

SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 
TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW 
ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT 
EXTREMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED 


Shaded areas indicate the index was unchanged or 
increased from the previous week's value; soils 
dried in the unshaded areas. Centers of positive 
and negative areas are identified by W for wet and 
D for dry. 

Local moisture conditions may vary because of 
differences in rainfall distribution or soil types. 
The type of agriculture and stage of crop develop- 
ment must be considered when assessing the impact 
of moisture conditions based on the Crop Moisture 
Index. Some general guidelines follow. 


SHADED AREA: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 


EXCESSIVELY WET, SOME FIELDS FLOODED 
to TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 
to PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 
to MOISTURE ADEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 
to PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
to SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 
to DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 
to DROUGHT CONTINUED, RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
NOT ENOUGH RAIN, STILL EXTREMELY DRY 





EXCESSIVE CROP MOISTURE IS STILL EVIDENT FROM SOUTHEAST TEXAS THROUGH THE OHIO 
DRY AREAS ARE PERSISTING FROM SOUTHWEST TEXAS TO CENTRAL ILLINOIS, 


COASTAL AREA, 


TEXAS, OKLAHOMA AND KANSAS WHERE NEWLY SOWN WHEAT IS AWAITING MOISTURE FOR GERMINATION AND INITIAL GROWTH, 


OF CROP MOISTURE IS WORSENING IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST AND THE NORTHERN PLAINS. 


ss 








VALLEY, THE MID-ATLANTIC STATES, AND NEW ENGLAND'S 
INCLUDING THE IMPORTANT WINTER WHEAT AREAS IN 
ELSEWHERE, A SHORTAGE 
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